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he presents as the best hope of security the League of Nations idea 
which was adopted by the Paris Conference. 

This League, or disentangling association of nations, he regards 
as the logical conclusion of the recent war, in which America fought 
to end war and through which she at last realized the disappearance 
of her isolation and recognized larger international obligations which 
she cannot consistently avoid; and he believes it can be arranged 
through peaceful adjustment to secure to each nation a fair share 
of commercial opportunity and to the American republic adequate 
protection against improper intervention. After considering the ar- 
guments of opponents to the League, he concludes that the League 
seems the only means available for America to avoid another scourge 
of war, and that the details of this new effort at self-defense may 
be arranged to avoid conflict with America's established doctrine of 
self-defense and to voice the aspirations of American democracy. 

Professor Hall's brief, timely volume, avoiding tiresome details 
but summarizing a large mass of facts, is readable and interesting 
and should prove useful in stimulating busy Americans to obtain 
a broader view of American foreign policy. 

J. M. Callahan. 



Diplomacia Universitaria Americana. Argentina en el Brasil. Ciclo 
de Conferencias. Derecho International. Politica International. 
Historia Diplomdtica. By Jose Leon Suarez, Academician and 
Professor in the University of Buenos Ayres. Buenos Ayres: 
Imprenta Bscoffier, Caracciolo y Cia. 1919. 

In this volume, containing no less than six hundred solid pages of 
reading matter, Professor Suarez, of Argentina, has presented to the 
Spanish-reading public a series of lectures, delivered by himself, on 
different occasions in 1918, at the law schools and bar and historical 
associations, and some other centers of learning of Rio Janeiro, Bello 
Horizonte and Sao Paulo, Brazil, as well as in the University of 
Montevideo. The lectures are on different topics of more or less 
interest to the average student of international relations, especially 
as viewed from the point of view of Argentina. 

In the first of these lectures, which was delivered before the Faculty 
of Legal and Social Sciences of Rio Janeiro, on the Argentino-Bra- 
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zilian sisterhood, Professor Suarez takes occasion to comment on the 
real sentiments of the Argentine Government and people in respect 
to the late "World War, as being quite favorable to the cause of the 
Allies. Then he enters into an expression of his own opinions on 
the matter as well as on the future international organization, holding 
that while 

Sovereignty will continue to be the fundamental law of the state, its absolute 
character will have to be modified in view of the more absolute nature of the 
Society of Nations. Just as individualism has been subordinated, sometimes 
in an exaggerated manner, to the social rights, sovereignty, which is the in- 
dividualism of states, must be harmonized with the rights of the international 
community at large. 

It would be quite interesting to follow Professor Suarez along the 
various topics selected by him in his very interesting lectures. There 
is, for instance, a lecture on the uti possidetis and the boundary dis- 
putes of Latin America which well deserves an extensive commentary. 
In this lecture Professor Suarez expresses quite an exceptional opinion 
among Spanish-American writers, and says that the uti possidetis 
juris, of 1810, has been the source and origin of great confusion and 
embarrassment in boundary disputes among the Latin- American re- 
publics. "There is no principle," says Professor Suarez, "which has 
made the American governments spend more energy and money than 
this so-called American principle; none has rendered fewer practical 
results, and none has been so productive of ill-feeling, discord and 
wars as this uti possidetis juris, of 1810." 

As is well known, the uti possidetis juris, of 1810, sprang from the 
necessity of adopting some rule to fix the boundaries between the 
Spanish-American republics, which should conform to the peculiar 
circumstances attending the coming into existence of the new Ameri- 
can states. In fact there were no real boundaries. In law there were 
the political divisions established by the mother country in matters 
relative to the administration of her American colonies. It was these 
political divisions which the governments of the new states thought 
appropriate to adopt as a basis upon which to establish their respective 
territorial jurisdictions ; and in search of a starting-point to determine 
their respective international boundaries they fell upon and adopted 
as a desirable rule the theoretical possession of Spain in 1810, which 
was the year when their emancipation began. Aside from the geo- 



BOOK BEVIKWS 699 

graphical, grammatical and historical obstacles which are often en- 
countered in the application of this principle, it cannot be denied 
that, in some cases, the uti possidetis juris, of 1810, is in open conflict 
with the actual and historical possession of the territory in dispute 
by the respective contending governments, and in those cases the 
rationale of the principle may be perhaps questionable. But so far 
as the application of this principle has reference to boundary disputes 
among the Spanish-American states, its propriety cannot perhaps be 
successfully controverted. The real trouble, however, arises when 
it is sought to apply the principle in a controversy where one of the 
parties is not a Spanish-American state. 

Following the lecture on the uti possidetis there is a lecture on the 
Monroe Doctrine, giving something of its history and its first appli- 
cations in the Argentine, followed by various appendixes which are 
really interesting. In this lecture Professor Suarez discusses quite 
extensively the participation of Canning in the formulation of the 
principles of the Monroe Doctrine as a positive historical fact. As 
to its early application in the Argentine, Professor Suarez 's discus- 
sion is deserving of more than a passing notice, and may be well 
recommended to those interested in this aspect of the Doctrine. 

Then there is a lecture on territorial waters and the industries of 
the sea, followed by seven lectures on General Mitre and South Amer- 
ican diplomatic relations. A lecture on diplomacy as a career con- 
stitutes a valuable monograph on this interesting subject, especially 
in this country where diplomacy cannot as yet be considered as a 
regular career. Several contributions on economic and commercial 
subjects complete the volume. 

The work is a monument to Professor Suarez 's ability as a historian, 
and shows him to be a careful student of international law and rela- 
tions, especially as developed in the American Continent. 

The book contains an index of names, a table of contents and a list 
of typographical errors; but, as with most Spanish- American books, 
it cannot boast of a good analytical index. 

Pedro Cap6-Rodriguez. 



